Streptococcal sepsis and death caused by empyema.
A case is presented of a young man who complained of pain in the pectoral area secondary to empyema, which was not recognized. The patient subsequently died of Streptococcal sepsis. Empyema of the thorax is a well known suppurative disease of the chest. The incidence of empyema has declined dramatically since the advent of antibiotics. It is rarely encountered in the modern emergency department.